Is there an effect of perioperative blood transfusion on the outcome of radical hysterectomy with lymphadenectomy for cervical cancer in South Africa?
The aim of this study was to investigate whether there is an effect of perioperative blood transfusion on the outcome of radical hysterectomy with lymphadenectomy for cervical cancer. One hundred and thirty-one patients with cervical cancer were treated by Wertheim radical hysterectomy in the period from 1984-1991. Eighty-six patients received blood transfusions during surgery or within two weeks, whereas 45 patients did not receive any blood transfusion. Transfused and non-transfused patients did not differ with respect to mean age, race, weight, FIGO-stage, cell-type, grade, size, depth of invasion and nodal involvement. Transfused patients had more blood loss, longer surgical time and lower haemoglobin levels. Using log rank analysis, the calculated five-year survival was 81% for the transfused group and 84% for the non-transfused group, a non-significant difference. The five-year disease-free survival rate was 87% for the transfused group and 88% for the non-transfused group. This study suggests that perioperative blood transfusion does not adversely influence survival after the Wertheim operation for cervical cancer.